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SAN FRANCISCO 
OPERA EDUCATION 


Important Words When Designing Your Opera 


Characters: The people that are in the story 
that your opera tells. 





How about a puppet character? 


Setting: 





Backdrop: A large piece of painted fabric (or paper, cardboard,or 
plastic or whatever you have) that is part of the set: 
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Flat: A lightweight wall that is part of your scenery. Scan 
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Ground plan: 


A drawing of a set as you would see it 
looking down from above: 


See how the walls and backdrop look ll 7 
like lines from above? | BS z 


Front Elevation: 
A flattened view of the set or a piece of the set as seen from the front. 
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¢,  Inyour front elevation you get to decide how 
'¢™ big your set piece is and show colors and 
materials and textures if you want. 
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Props: Things in your opera that can be picked up and moved. 
Props help define the characters in the story and the 


GS" period of the story. 









a 
v 
v 







o 







mer f a> 7 a 

Sergey 

Naive 
SE t 





Tore re c ol 
stragy trae 
Az 





What the actors wear to help 
them become the 
characters in the story. 
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Pretend that you are a set designer and this is a scene from your opera. 





yluester and the Magie febble 
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Picture is from William Steig's. 
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Who are the characters in this scene? 


What is the setting? 


What are the props? 


Describe the costumes. 


Think about how you would build this set. What parts are three dimensional, 
letting your characters walk around or into them? What parts are two dimensional, 
like a painted backdrop? 


List some Materials that you would like to use to build this set. 
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And now for YOUR Class Opera! 


: \ What is the title of your opera? 





Tell the Story of your opera. 


What are the Settings of your opera? 





Is your class opera based on a story you read in your class, or did 
you make it up yourselves? 
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DESIGNING YOUR OPERA! 
Where will your opera be performed? 
Draw some ideas for a Ground Plan for your opera. Remember, that's what your 


set looks like from above! If there are two or more settings, different groups in 
your class should work on different scenes. 
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Draw aFront Elevation for your set, or a piece of a set for your opera. 
This ig where you get to show shape, size, color, and texture! 





a O 
»° Where did you get ideas for your set? 





What materials might you use for your set or for this piece of your set? 


Think and talk with your classmates about how you might change from one set 
to another for your opera! 
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Who are the characters in your opera? 


Draw a Costume for a character in your opera. Maybe yours? 


Draw a Prop that you will need for your opera. 


Think about how you will make your prop. Will you find one? Will you build it? 
How will you paint or decorate it? How will you make it seem real? 
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Here are some pictures from last year's school operas. Can you point out 
A backdrop? props? costumes? 
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Notice all the interesting materials and how they make the scenery fun and 
interesting! 
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Theater Insiders’ SECRET CODE 


Many words that you use working in a theater have different meanings from 
the same words we use in every day life. Here are some examples: 


A wall that is a piece of scenery is calleda FLAT. 


A large piece of painted fabric that represents part of the set is a DROP. 


A curtain that hangs on the side of the stage is called aLEG. 
A hole in the stage floor is calleda TRAP. 
The actors in the show are called the CAST. 


The areas on the left and right sides of the stage where the audience can't see 


are called the WINGS. 
The back of the stage is called UP and the front is called DOWN stage. 


The system of ropes and weights that you use to lift scenery up into the air 


is called the FLIES. 


When you lift something into the air, you fly it OUT, and when you lower 
something down to the stage you fly it IN. 


FOR EXTRA CREDIT! 
What does it mean if someone asks you to fly OUTthe DOWN stage LEG 
and fly IN the UP stage DROP? 


Welcome to the world of Backstage Theater! 
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